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associate directly with evil his negations are conflicts, never
- or hardly ever - harmonies They thus have appropriate
effects of battle-alarums and thunder
I have also heard Juliet's potion speech ruined by the
introduction of intermittent thunder Shakespeare, one
feels, would have directed thunder had he wanted it How-
ever, it is a correct Shakespearian effect Why is thunder
here fatal ?
You will find actual thunder does not accompany purely
individual and personal psychic conflicts  Such are often
enough compared in simile and metaphor to tempests and
thunder, but that is all  In Julius Caesar and Macbeth the
thunder accompanies rather a wholesale disorder $ a vision
of almost cosmic, certainly of civil, conflict  Though this
may be related, as I have shown elsewhere, directly to the
protagonist's own inward disorder, yet that disorder is not,
on the stage, accompanied by audible thunder   Brtitus
meditates in his orchard, Macbeth and his wife murder
Duncan, m silence   the poetry speaks of whizzing exhala-
tions or tells us that the night has been unruly, but there are
no stage sounds Indeed, the quality of these two scenes is
pre-eminently one of hushed tensity Lear certainly stands
alone - or almost so - addressing an actual thunder-tern*
pest, and thunder previously blends with his determination
to go mad lather than weep, and intermittently accompan*
les the cracking of his reason later But, first, Lear and his
setting are peculiarly blended and both peculiarly cosmic
the tempest relates to Gonenl, Regan and Cornwall and
their cruelty also, indeed, to the whole conception of con-
flict within creation on a wide scale And, second, the out-
standing and memorable effect of these moments is due to
their exceptional daring - indeed, it is probably this that
does jmost to make us feel Lear himself as a cosmic force,
Fearful supernatuial beings - the minatory Jupiter in
Cymbehne, And and his "ministers of fate9 in The Tempest, the
Weird Sisters and then Apparitions in Macbeth - all may
have thunder But observe that a ghost never does A ghost